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The APA Troika –plus meeting opened at 9:30am. The inaugural session took place at Marriot Hotel in Islamabad.

After the national Anthem of the host country (Islamic Republic of Pakistan) and the recitation of the Holy Quran, 

1. Honorable, Senator Raja Muhammad Zafar-ul-Hagh ,  Leader of the House, Senate/Head of Pakistan delegation opened the inaugural session of the  Troika-Plus meeting. In his statement on "Agenda Item 3, recent development in Asia, and ways and means to curb violence, Promote dialogue and peace in Asian sub-regions" he stated that the rapidly unfolding socio-economic, geo-political, peace and security related regional scenario depicts today's Asia as a boiling cauldron reeking of both sinister-looking pitfalls and prosperity-laden possibilities. 

i) The importance of general and presidential election in Afghanistan and India which could help douse enduring mistrust and animosities. The imposition of martial law in Thailand, Syrian crisis, lingering issues of Kashmir and Palestine and ill-wind of transitional terrorism denote some of the pitfalls and obstacles hindering rise of the Asian continent that APA must ponder. 

ii) The need to curb violence, resolve conflicts and alleviate human sufferings by promoting inter-cultural and interfaith dialogue and inter-state harmony is needed more than ever.

iii) The important and positive role of parliament in conflict prevention and resolution and also the economic cooperation combined with equitable sharing of resources which leads to the fruits of development are the key and could not be re-emphasized.

iv) While APA can make the difference in this regard, by promoting inter-parliamentary dialogues and parliamentary diplomacy, member countries could resolve inter-state as well as inter-faith conflicts among each other. This is the same vision and course of action that today's democratic Pakistan is pursuing in the struggle against terrorism and extremism. In this connection, a dialogue process with the Taliban is underway to find some peaceful and amicable solution to the wanton bloodshed. 

v) In order to bring about sustainable economic growth, APA should enhance the linkage and synergies between itself and other multilateral forums such as ASEAN, SAARC, Arab League, ECO, and SCO.The copies of the Agenda, inaugural session plus the program of work is attached as Annex 1 and the statement made by Senator Zafar-ul-Hagh is attached as Annex 2.

2. Dr. Amir Zamani nia, on behalf of H.E. Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Hadi Nejad Hossienian, the Secretary-General of APA made an opening statement. He stated that the inter-faith dialogue, regional cooperation, trade and investment among the member states should be promoted and at the same time, terrorism and extremism that led to the death of hundreds o people in the region must be curbed.

i)  He also welcomed the interaction between the APA and other regional organizations such as ADEAN, SAARK, SCO, and… etc. which brought sustainable growth for their members. He stated that this meeting could prove a turning point for the future of APA.

ii) He thanked the founding members for transforming the Association of Asian Parliament for Peace (AAPPO) to APA and said that this organization has the potential to give a new meaning to parliamentary diplomacy in the interest of this great continent to achieve its deserved status.

iii) The eminent persons and the founding members not only should continue to guide the way and help the APA to dream of big steps but also could strategize the decisions made in the meeting.

iv) The seed for an Asian Parliament has been planted and with the new blood injected into the APA, promotion of friendship and cooperation in Asia, to synergizing parliamentary and governmental actions, from combating corruption, to working together to promote inter-faith and inter-cultural dialogue to allow for a world without violence and extremism is no longer a dream.

v) Experience demonstrates that eminent persons in Asia could help the organization to maximize the existing potentials of our great old nations and eradicate the current threats and dilemmas and at the same time could diminish the misunderstanding and mistrust which constitute the root cause of insufficient political congruence in our region. The text of statement by Dr. Zamani nia is attached as Annex 3. 

3. Honorable Dr. Nguon Nhel, first vice- president of the National Assembly of Cambodia welcomed the discussion on transforming APA into an Asian Parliament which represent the voice and concern of the people in Asia. He stated that Cambodia will host the Ad-hoc committee on APA Finances and Staff regulation from 23rd to 25th June 2014 in Phnom Pen.

i) Dr, Nguon Nhel thanked both H.E. Mohammad Hassan Abuturabi Fard, Deputy Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly for inviting the Cambodian Parliament to pay a visit to Iran for the expression of friendship, solidarity and cooperation between the two countries and also Dr. Mohammad Hosein Nejad Hoseinian, Secretary –General of APA and his team for providing both technical and material support to the Cambodian National Organizing Committee in hosting the upcoming Assembly.

ii) He called this meeting significant and very relevant to the current development in Asia. He also considered the Eminent Persons Group as a good initiative contributing to the establishment of the roadmap transforming APA to effective Asian Parliament.

iii) While expressing his happiness about the world economic growth, he stated that his country is concerned about the political crisis in Ukraine, issues in South China Sea and the military coup in Thailand. Text of the statement  by Honorable Dr. Nguon Nhel  is attached as Annex 4.

4. Honorable Dr. Fahim Hasan, Deputy Speaker of Syrian Parliament in his statement focused on the internal tensions, regional disputes, increasing international terrorist waves producing catastrophic results. 

i) While emphasizing on the need to exert more efforts to overcome violence and extremism in the region, he stated that a parliamentary establishment could have an active role with the executive authorities in confronting the above mentioned crisis.

ii) He added that violence, chaos and terrorism are the opposite of dialogue, peace and stability and in order to maintain security, stability and develop the language of dialogue, we have to face terrorism, violence and extremism which are financed by some countries  in our establishment under false pretense.

iii) What is happening in Syria is considered a crime against humanity, civilization and history represented by Syria which requires a clear attitude and political action characterized by wisdom and responsibility. 

iv) He asked APA to use diplomatic efforts in supporting the political solution embodied in Presidential election in Syria. He also added that the Takfiri media propaganda is threatening the international peace and security. Text of  the statement  by Honorable Dr.Fahim Hasan is attached as Annex 5.

5. Honorable Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari, APA President and Chairman Senate of Pakistan in his welcoming address stated that establishment of Asian Parliament which promises the promotion of economic, trade and energy integration, liberal visa and travel regime, inter-cultural and inter-faith harmony, amicable dispute and conflict resolution, and a joint front against the rising specter of terrorism, is a dream worth chasing after.

i) Making the Asian economic and cultural supremacy sustain, access to a better, brighter and dignified life, living a life of equality and justice are among the challenges all Asian states are involved. 

ii) Troika-plus meeting not only helps to connect the past, present and future of this forum, but also helps the Asian Parliament and APA's connectivity with other regional multi-lateral forums to curb violence, promote dialogue and peace in Asian sub-regions.

iii) A mega parliamentary forum encompassing regional sub unions and multilateral forums such as ASEAN, PGCC, SCO, ECO and SAARC that integrates all parts of Asian continent could be visualized.

iv) We are confronted with formidable challenges in the form of military and extremist mindset. Dialogue among religions and cultures in Asia is the very appropriate solution, the most effective device to ensure human co-existence in peace, comprehensive and sustainable development in our present time.

v)  Our future generations have great expectations from us for a better and brighter future. Only an environment of peace and stability can guarantee that their rightful aspirations can be fulfilled.

vi) Together, we must strengthen the forum of APA as a platform where political, ethnic and cultural divergences can be converted into peaceful convergence through dialogue, mutual understanding, respect tolerance and co-existence.

vii) I would like to share with you my idea and plan of action to take a decisive step in the matter through a conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the APA member parliaments. We must keep in mind that, achieving our goals need a long and challenging process that will take sustained efforts spread over many years and many areas. Text of his wlcoming statement is attached as Annex 6. 

The Inaugural Session was concluded at 10:10 A.M.

After the Group Photo and the Coffee Break, the APA President, Honorable Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari called the meeting to order at 10:45. 

Before the general debate, APA Assistant Secretary-General, Dr. Zamani nia moved to adopt the Agenda. The agenda was adopted. He stated that the Secretariat will provide background information on each agenda item before an interactive session. He pointed out that the discussions will be informal to provide guidance and vision for the APA. He invited Assistant Secretary-General Dr. Masoud Islami to brief the meeting on Agenda Item 1 about Asian Parliament. 

GENERAL DEBATE:

Agenda item No. I:  

i) Towards an Asian parliament: Foundations, strategies and challenges

1. Dr. Masoud Islami, APA Assistant Secretary-General briefed the participating delegates on the Background Paper on Asian Parliament. He said the idea of APA ia an ideal and viable thought to follow just like the European Parliament, Central American Parliament and Pan African Parliament. Although the establishment of APA is possible yet the conditions are not simple. Convergence of Asian countries in different political, economical and cultural fields are the pre-requisites in this regard. 

Beside the political will of the Asian states, there should be interaction and cooperation among Asian governments, institutions, Ngo s and the people.
2.  Dr. Zamani nia Opened the interactive  discussion and called for observations from the floor on  two questions:

      An Asian Parliament, when and if established, should have a legislative or                                                                             deliberative function? How should APA members overcome challenges of                                                   integration?

3. Pakistan: There are three items for consideration. A) Follow the example in Europe and Latin America. The objective is viable yet it is not achievable in two years or a decade because it would be over-optimism. B) Integrating the governments and Asian bodies and C) addressing the economic issues and promoting Asian institutions such as ECO, SAARK, SICA … and etc.

Balance of power both economically and politically. Integration without security would be meaningless.

4. Bahrain: Security is considered as a very important issue for us. We are here for convergence and cooperation. Security is a necessity for the region. People's demand should reflect through elections and that is what they should stand for.

5. Cambodia: We should proceed for the vision and dream of Asian integration. Culture is considered as a resource of Asia. We can work together both economically and politically. Our suggestion is to study the matter. It must be handled gradually.

6. Indonesia: We almost have the same view as that of Cambodia. We should focus on three aspects. Common interest of all members, further review of the paper on Asian Parliament. We should also work through consensus and fairness for all members.

7. Iran: In order to promote the status of APA and reach the horizons ahead of us, we need a road map. We have noble objectives and we have had important achievements. After two world wars, Europeans came to understand each other. We have front runners for peace in the region, we can do the same. We need cooperation and interaction. It is not easy but it is possible. We should have vision. There are many obstacles on the way. Democracy should be promoted. Iran welcomes the elections in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. 
8. Jordan: The APA has a role to play in curbing the difficulties which shed the blood of innocent people in the region.                                                                                          The ever increasing number of Syrian and Palestinian homeless and refugees are among the main problems Jordan is facing. We welcome all the aids we can get in this regard. The statement made by the Jordan delegation is attached as Annex 7.
9. Syria: Although we still have a tense situation in our country which is due to the problems that terrorist, Takfiri Groups and their supporters in the region have created, yet a free and fair election is due to take place in Syria. Interaction among our parliamentarians in the region could help member countries in different fields and on different issues such as economic, political, cultural and security.
10. Afghanistan: Seven million people have participated in a democratic election on 5th April in Afghanistan out of which 37% were women. We had a good security during the election. The second round of election will take place on 14th June, 2014.We need peace and stability in Afghanistan. Terrorism and drugs are among other important issues we are facing in our country.
11. APA President summarized the main points indicated by the participating speakers on Agenda No. I as follows:

      There should be cooperation among the Asian states in different fields.

      We have to find the methodology of how to finance different projects in this                                                                                                              

       regard. Beside Security, political, economical and cultural issues are also                              

     considered as very important issues in our region.
i) Role and contribution of Eminent Persons Group

Dr. Zamani nia elaborated on the important role of eminent persons on charting the territory for greater integration in Asia. He also recalled the role of the founding members of AAPP and APA and pointed out the need for APA to avail itself of their vision for greater parliamentary diplomacy in Asia. He posed a few questions for discussion.

We should be clear about who the eminent persons are.

Are they eminent persons in parliaments or they can be academicians or distinguished experts from the executive branch of governments in Asia?

The modalities for partnership of eminent persons should also be discussed. There does not seem to be a fixed structure or group in this regard. Perhaps two to five eminent persons can be invited in Troika meetings to discuss a specific question of importance.

Perhaps member parliaments may wish to submit a few names of individuals they feel can contribute to the work of APA as eminent persons. The Secretariat would establish a pool of eminent persons to draw upon when appropriate.

Eminent persons should be paid? Or should they work pro bono?
Afghanistan: Researchers and scientist surely have greater responsibilities in this regard. Eminent persons could also be among the officials.  They can contribute a lot.

Syria: we have to establish the eminent group for our future planning. This issue should be discussed.

Jordan: It would be more effective if the eminent persons meet each other and visit other countries. This is how they can benefit more and contribute to achieving the APA goals.

Iran: We will submit to the Secretariat our proposal about the names of eminent persons in Asia in due course.

Cambodia: The best would be the eminent persons groups meet each other in face to face meetings.

Bahrain: We should work for people not for our own happiness. We have not yet established our organization the way we have in mind. Only stable regimes are able to name who can present their continent (as eminent persons).

Pakistan: The eminent persons among politicians and those who are high expert in economy could help APA.

APA President, Honorable Bokhari summarized the debate and  requested the Secretariat to prepare a report on the basis of the debate on criteria and modality of  an eminent persons Group for further deliberation in the next meeting of TROIKA Plus meeting.  The President adjourned the morning session.

The afternoon main session started at14:30

Agenda item No. II:

Enhancing interaction of APA with established Asian Forum in Parliamentary, Executive and Economic fields and encouraging people to people contact. 

Pakistan: APA should organize joint meetings with other established Asian parliamentary and intergovernmental organizations every six months or at most on a yearly basis.   

Afghanistan: we have to promote economic and trade cooperation in our meetings. We have to be honest in our deliberations. The common interest of all member parliaments should be followed. Terrorism is among the most important issues in our region. Unless we curb violence and terrorism in our region we can't achieve our goals. Afghanistan and Pakistan should develop further cooperation in this regard.

Indonesia: Indonesia welcomes the idea of furthering APA efficiency and activities through the enhancement of APA interaction with other established Asian forums. We suggest that APA form a team to communicate directly with the established Asian forums, such as inter-parliamentary organizations in Gulf countries, South Asia Cooperation Dialog (ACD), and others.

APA should work also to seek the views of sub-regional organizations and its parliamentary counterpart.  This is essential so that we can hear what they have aspired for a greater Asian nations. APA needs to inform its member parliaments to actively support peace and peace –making process in various issues that Asia is facing.

Communication, cooperation and coordination from various related stakeholder, including parliaments, will be very helpful in addressing problems in Asia. 

The text of the statement by the head of the Indonesian parliamentary delegation is attached as annex 8.

Syria: we have to have expertise from member countries and also connective centers. There are big potentials in Asian markets. The idea of free trade should be followed.

Jordan: An atmosphere of working together should be created. We should work in all different fields and ponder upon all issues. Other countries problem should be considered as our own problems. 

Iran: There should be further interactions among members of parliaments in APA. We should have a road map and close cooperation. Secretary-General could invite the relevant people and promote the idea. Many of our parliament members could help and render assistance to APA. 

Indonesia: We agree that APA needs to enhance its interaction with other Asian organizations. ASEAN has inter-parliamentary Association. We have our own special inter parliamentary organization. We can't act separately. We should have direct contact with other organizations.

Cambodia: There should be a good, strong interaction with other organizations. We in APA could interchange observer status with other organizations. It will create stronger relationship and more interactions amongst us. 

                           Bahrain: With regard to regional and international issues, Asian                                                governments should cooperate with each other and come up with a common                             stand. Asian countries are confronting with so many different problems such                             as armed clashes and border issues in Syria, terroristic attacks in Pakistan                                 and violation of human rights in occupied Palestine.

                            The way to fight back violation is not violation. In order to fight back                                       violation, Asian governments should bring the involved parties to the                                        negotiation table. We the Asian parliamentarians are duty bounded to help                                 our respected governments to deal with issues regarding security, stability                                and economic growth.

                            We in Bahrain have a clear and firm stand on Asian Parliament and its                                      gradual establishment and we support it. 
                            The transformation of APA to Asian Parliaments has a strategic importance.

                          The text of statement made by the head of the Bahrain parliamentary
                           delegation in Arabic is attached as annex 9. 

Dr. Zamani nia: In light of the expertise of Honorable Dr. Nur vahid (Indonesia) the TROIKA Plus meeting could request him to prepare a report on this issue to be submitted to next meeting of TROIKA Plus meeting through the Secretariat. He may wish to work through an open-ended informal working group.  

Agenda item No.III:

Recent developments in Asia, and way and means to curb violence, promote dialogue and peace in Asian sub-regions.

APA President, Honorable Bokhari:  Recent developments in Pakistan and Afghanistan are quite encouraging. We also welcome the invitation extended to Pakistan's Prime Minister by the newly elected Indian Prime minister. The violence in Myanmar should be controlled. I welcome the statement by the Secretary-General of APA in this regard. I also welcome the invitation extended to Iran foreign minister by his counterpart from Saudi Arabia.

Cambodia: stability and peace in the region will affect the world.

Indonesia: Issues in china, Vietnam and Myanmar are very disturbing. Other issues like oil and gas are among other important issues in our region. Many encouraging developments, including a democratization process are taking place in ASEAN.

The roots of violence and sectarianism are multifaceted. Close interaction and cooperation could uproot the abovementioned problems. In order to uproot the ignorance and poverty which have been imposed on us by the colonial powers, we have to increase our knowledge. We welcome the election in Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan. We have to unite and get rid of Islamphobia. Sectarian violence is not rooted in Islam.   

A Drafting Committee met in the afternoon parallel to the Plenary and prepared the Islamabad Communique.

The text of the communiqué as adopted in the Plenary is attached as Annex 10.

APA President, Honorable Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari in his closing speech stated that the 6th Plenary session held in Islamabad last December (2013) continues to be the driving force as we gradually pass the brainstorming and discussion phase to plans of action and implementation.

i) The Troika-plus meeting has been highly productive and instrumental in making a significant headway on the important decisions made and issues identified during the 6th plenary.

ii) The Islamabad communiqué rightly captures and depicts the very essence of the threadbare discussions on the agenda items. The pledges, resolves and concern expressed therein portray the sentiments and expectations of the people of Asia, voiced through their elected representatives.

iii) While emphasizing on putting in place mechanism, backed by sound legal instruments, to safeguard our people from violence and terrorism, there is a real need to ensure peace, since peace and economic wellbeing of a nation, or a regional bloc, are strongly interlinked to the extent that one can't exist without the other.

iv) Formation of Asian parliament, increasing linkages with other regional multilateral forums, eliminating conflicts and restoring peace are commonly cherished objectives whose realization requires concerted efforts.

v) The institution of parliament and parliamentary diplomacy can play a crucial role in both ushering in reforms , efficiency , transparency of the governing structure and also in developing and forging relations among the countries and peoples.

vi) It is my firm belief that we can achieve more together than we can do individually since cooperation reduces the space for unilateral action, signifying harmony, tolerance and respect for diversity. The text of his statement is attached as annex 11.
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